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“We Mustn't Go Into the Gutter
for Our Popular Music' ===
- Masses Can Appreciate Much
Better Music than Is Ordi-
narily Given Theme-==Herbert
‘Calls “Parsifal” a Bluff, and
Believes It Will' Die in Bay=
reuth of the Blow It Has'

Received Here.
the kind you want to whistle but can’t the

éé
: first time ‘you hear it, If you could whistle

! it'the first time you tried it wouldn't be pop-
ular music tor long. It would dle an early death of un-
popularity, Thet's the difference between popular and
cheap music.”

And Mr. Herbert smiled his genial, gleaming, teethy
smile as though to add, “Hope my answer will answer.”

1 don't know any one more qualified to answer such a
question than Mr. Herbert. That his musle is truly pop-
ular was evidenced by the veritable saengerfest which
characterized the return of '‘Babes in Toyland" to the
Majestic Theatre on Monday. The audience not only sat |
and listened; it sat and hummed; hummed when the
orchestra under Mr Herbert's affectionate guardianship |
played a medley of his charming airs, hummed when |
lovely but larger Bessie Wynn took “Toyland” on her
tongue, and clicked through “that sum" with the Widow
Plper's unmathematical children,
larity, like that of the plum pudding, waa in the eating—
and that audienoce surely did "eat” Mr, Herbert's delect-
able munioe, i

“Yes, they dld hum, didn't they?"” Le chuckled, *It's
nioe to have an audience that's a real hummer, So much
ficer than having an audience that makes you feel it {s
siit’sE *hoe with a brick behind its back, Give an audi-|
ence what It wants and it will give you what you want, |
An audience, glven half a chance, {s an awfully good fel- |
low, especlally a New York andience, And, too, the good
will of a New York audience follows you out of town and
makes you feel that a friond in need {s a friend indeed,
Tho attitude of an out-of-town audlience s Influenced
wondertully 1y the magic of a New York Indorsement.| o
it'se a certuln passport to favor,” 4

o o »
“A

OPULAR music,” defined Victor Herbert, ‘I8

L()MI’OGER mustn't go down into the gutter for.
poptilar muslo,” sald tho canny Viotor, *The
massey, as thoy are called, can appreciate muah

The proof of popu-|

coin,
o M b »
|“ OMETIMES,” resumed Mr, Herbert when the
happy lassie had gone jingling on her way,

Betfor mustc than they're mm cma credit tor, They | V
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not only know whether the light musical entertainment
pecullar to Broadway is what it should be, but they can
tell at first glance and sound whether the Wailter or the
Eva s dolng 'The Meistersinger’ justice, and whether
Tristan and [solde are llving up to traditions.”

“But the plain people who whistle, what do you know
about them?” I asked,

“I know them mot only in the theatre, but in the
street,” he answered. “I'm often stopped in the street
by some fellow who will say, ‘I beg your pardon, Mr,
Herbert, but how does the rest of this song go: 'Toyland,
toyland, little girl and boyland?'—now, that's s far as
I can get, I thought I had it, but it's given me o slip.” | J

“And 'you hum the rest of it for him?" :

“Yes, why not? If he wants to get it, I'm gla( to bhe
able to help him.”

“Strangers do this?”

“Yes, strangers to me, but they know me by si~ht, 1
suppose, and that's sufficlent, isn’t 1t? Why shouldn't |t
they speak to me? I hope there's nothing about me to
frighten people,”

Evidently not, In the cafe where we were sitting every
newsboy who stole through the door made straight for
the big, godd-natured looking chap and was given a
fatherly pat on the head and a “Yes, dear,' 'or “No, dear,”
when he piped “Paper, sir?” Shlvation Army lassies, too,
kept him plunging into his pockets,

“Why, you were here just a minute ago,” he protested
to one blue-bonneted solicitor who was a living contra-
diction of the amiable fiction that “salvation is free.”

“That was anocher one,” Sister So-and-So informed

him,
“Lbeg your pardon,” he apologized, fishing for another

“musical worke seem to have a mistaken popu-
larity, This was the case with ‘Parsifal.’ What do I|
think of 1t? I think it 'was a bluff. I belleve with |
Jimmy Huneker that Wagner wrote It because he feared

sital’ has finally received here will eventually be the

| her o bitterly opposed to the work being given in this

| | written them on the gray Walls of Lon

Satu

WNu:n;na
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means of kifling ‘Parsifal’ at Bayreuth, I think Frau
Cosima feared this, and that it was this foar which made

country. We may he lacking (n some things here, but
we are not lacking in good, everyday common sensa.”
o _.O '’ ]
NE ot the mnu we do lack, according to the ootn
spoken Herbert, is 'atm phere,”

,This cotintry is the from .one end. to the
other,” ho gild.  “To get color, the AmericaAn com-
poser must go abrond. Unless he has an ‘individ-
vality. which amounts to genius and iifts him out of his
surroundings, he cannot stay here and become a great
composer, Kipling would never have written the stovies
he did if ke had not gone to India He:could not have
In lterature,
as in muslo, there must be ‘color,’ there must be an in-
definable something behind it all, We have no national
music. We have no folk songs, We have no ploturesque
peasants. Our peasants are farmers with whiskers, I'm

- OK iwiar ~ﬂll ’

Wame g0

Bidou 'mnmn.,
an American in heart and home, but, a8 Jimmy Huneker
once put it, I'm ‘an Irishman by birth, & Gérman by m-
cation, and an American by experience,’

music there fm in me fromn my mother and D#ﬁ

fmy industry, pertaps, I owe largely to Ametion.”

“You work easily?”

“It's like play. I can work from 8 in the m nx
until midnight without getting the least bit I
wrote four operas in one summer, If I haven't anything
else to do I write eymphonies. Nohody wanis to hear
them, but I write out of sheer pleasure in the work.
I've got to be doing something, and musio is slways

besuttful, -1t is always good; it 19 never vils, It appeals|
to'the-best there ls in us. Dr, Hillls was speaking to me |

of this only this afterncon, Muslo, in fteelf, mm
M"“u
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Kreutser Bonatar' *

“All rot!” ‘was the impatient reply. "Wom ot a
dance ‘may llvo music a wicked munln. but M ln
itself can never bo ity of evil” '

CHARLBES DARNTON, !

New Plays by Shaw, Belasco and Thomas Next Wee'k

EW plays by SBhaw, Belasco and| York. introduation at the Lyrio Theatre T, Haines in vOrcs um
Thomas and the revival of olon nexy Baturdey night. = Bam H, eley
Henry Arthur Jones comedy, not hugm altes the production. and P I'Q byer } ang ‘“ ol
to mention an addition to the current 'ﬁ OE“LW ﬁ bl e un"f' e
list of musleal convedies, will make next "”Wg. 3‘%3": At Carneg ,9
week (n the theatres one of the most i' S worh “' g"" alinks ol | night, * Mile, ‘9
important of the season, T i “lll k. appe t b Annl l'
On Monday night at the dnrrlck A fAl o 4 ’

Theatre Arnold Daly, now & Lloblor

apin,
'I‘ho last of the Vlc or

Jan.,

J./

/| bum and Miss Mary Moore will begin

star, will come forward as the impe-
cunlous dentist In George Boruurd
Bhaw's mixture of wit uu‘

called “You Never Can T Dr nu
de Wolfe will be Misa Clando

"Talinferto olly Jemyn Lewh,
Clandon; Goo arren, Mr, C ton |

w::“:gln?}:g b sfplomat%u?ﬁr

ohun
and Sumnor Go.rd thn Clandon. :
On the same nilm Blr Charles Wyhd-

their ninth week at the New Lyceum
Theatre with a revival of ‘‘The Case of
nebelnoul Busan,' which was seen at

he old Lyceum Theatra in 180, This
I8 one of the most entertaining of Henry
Arthur Jones's comedles, and in. jt My,
V\vndbnm and Miss ) boro oreat the
roles of Bir Richard K
Susan Harabin, - Sir R’eg:ud Ia ho

wise uncle of Lady Busan, wh ‘l
to tell her that she (8 not as wilful as
she pretends to be

[ ]

Augustus ’l‘hnmun latest comedy,
which will be launched by Charles
Frohman at the Savoy Theatre on
Wednesday evening, 18 named ‘'Mrs,
Leffingwell's Boots,” The boots' were

once found In & young architeot's
at Bar Harbor, where they were nlr::o?
by & mischief- -maker, and w n
same gentleman and Mrs, nﬂo“
are later drivep by n ntorm nto th
same house at Larchmont th ladyﬂ

husbhand has &, fresh attack o

and new compllcations ocour, ltf'"%lvls

‘returns to the stage in this play, und

others In the company are Jessie Bus-

ley, Margaret Illlnnon, Dorothy Ham-
mond, Willlnm Courtenay, Vincent Ber-

rano, Ernest anfoM nnd J, H. Barnes,

“Adrea" s thao mle of the play In
which Mms. Carter wil be seen at the
Belasco Theatre on Wednesday even-
Ing. It Is by David Belasco and Jolin
Luther Long, who gave us ““The Darling
of the Gods,” and It promises to be of |

Bayreuth was threatened with the danger of beln(l
robbed of ite pllgrims hy Oberammergau, ‘If they want
mysticlsm, I will give them mysticism,’ he probably de- |
cided, and o he gave them ‘Pareifal)’ There is, of course,
gome beputiful music in ‘Parsifal,’ the prelude and ‘The
Good Friday 8pell, for instance, 'To he sure, Wagner |
was o great man, but ‘Parsifal’ is not the great work of | ’
n great man, All through it are signs of impotence l,ndi
the necesalty the composer was under to'repeatedly bor-
row from himself, And as for the oharaoter, if Jesus
Ohrist was anything llke Parsifal I'm glad I never met
him, But I am sure he waan't, for Ohrist, first of all, wes
a man, Amerioans werg diu omuu enough to see CIM
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an even more ploturesque chagaoter,
The scenra are lald on the lmn?lnau
Island of” Adrea, In the Adrlatic Sea.
Two slsters love the same man, One of
lhl@m(-i—tlh«‘t queen-llu blind, and s de-
celved Intoe marrying the co

When a flash of light e s
vislnn and she dlscovers the trick that
| has boen played upon her she orders
(the man she loves, who has aided In the
lot, to be put to death. To save him

A worse fate, she herseif kills him,
and finally gurrenders her throne to her
|slater's child, The cast will include Ty-
rone Power, Charles A Btwalr E
D, MoLean, Claude Gllli Lorh
Grimm, Kdith uuno. Ma
Corah Adams M
l O .

Jefterson de Angells In the star of
"l‘nnunt." a muuieal comedy of Jpn

ning restores her | pe

" David Wn.rﬂold wm wc to the Bijouy
wlglz “The Muste Master” oh uounur

L]

The Klaw & mrhmr Comedy Com-
pany begina it third week at the
Libérty Theatre in John J, Naily's
musical play "In Newport” Monday
evening gith the introduction of & new
"| teaturs called & “Gllbert and Sullivan
Review," ‘arrduged by Frederick Solo-
o _l
"Hm%'u?’ l;’o‘x::n “mf:j

cup;  Virginia rle,

Coyno. Bunthome;

g ancellor, and Oharles Mo
deye,

be the

ald, B

I} [ ] [ ] [ ]
The Murray Hill Theatre opens its
doou 1o-nl|'ht undu the management

with Dan M-
Avoy ln " nhonor tho l&l
A walt Ln

Edvua 'x‘m und Ml Bn }llh oom

ng tomilht. uen in Plnoma
%mt muuﬂor."
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George

remain the at.
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Nmmo and his minstrel
pompany, which includes Hddle Leon-
ard, will begin a week's engagement

at the Grand Opera-House on Monday | wi

wlll to the Hu-

YAt the OM Crou-mowdc" will be
at the erican for a week.

Joe h “Coben's Luck' ln an-
nounced for the West End Theatre,

David Higgins will be eeen In IHh
Lnt Dollar’' at the Metropolis,
Third Avenue Theatre will have

i ttle Outcast
:k;wnu Beoret” will he told at
the Star,

“Tracked Around the World" will
travel cdows to the Windsor,

Rose 8wlell heads the London
Beller, nho will be at the Dewey,

The Dainty Duchess
will be at the Gotham,
Continuing _at leading theatres v.lll
Francls Wilson In "Cousin B'lly'
Criterion: Mn Adams In “The Lit-
tle Minister," mplu. Viola Allen In|
"The ‘Winter's Tale,'' Knickerbocker;
Fritsl Roheff In ‘Fatinitza,” Rrond:
way; Lilllan Russel In ‘'Lady Teazle'"

0; the Klaw and Erlwer Com-
M -\ “In_Ne " Lib-

edy Company_| )
rtyv- ""Home Folks,"” New

ork: ‘“Com-
mon lonn Bracket,"" Fourteenth Street
Theatre h
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At Hammeratelin's noxt wedk the bill
will include Henry H, Dixey and ocom-
pany, the Imperial Japaness Guatds,
Barney Fagan and Henrlaita Byron, the
Three Dumonds, Ward and Cutran,
Jdennle Yeuunll and others,

Kouh'lglll will have “u;luld Al an
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